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of the Indus.30 According to Jaina and Buddhist traditions,
King Pukkusati of Gandhara sent an embassy to King
Bimbisara of Magadha with the object of invoking his assis-
tance against the threatened advance of the Achaemenid
power,31 We also learn from Jaina sources that the young
general who led Bimbisaras army was Merchant Prince Jambu-
kumara, who returned from this campaign triumphantly.32
Rapson's statement that Gandhara was in all probability
conquered by Cyrus (538-530 B.C.)33 seems to be wrong. It was
conquered by Darius the Great. According to Herodotus
Gadara (or Gandhara) formed the eastern satrapies of the
kingdom of Darius.84 According to Herodotus (VII, 66-67) the
Gandarioi were recruited by Xerxes in his armies. In all proba-
bility, it had regained independence before the downfall of the
Persian Empire took place. It came under the domination of
Alexander the Great but Chandragupta liberated it and made
it a part of his empire. Asoka, before his occupation of throne,
was viceroy of Gandhara where he had gone to suppress the
rebellion.85 Strabo and Ptolemy use the name in a limited sense
to denote the country west of the Indus.36 According to the
Puranic descriptions Gandhara extended from Takshasila, its
eastern capital to the river Kunar, its western boundary, and
from the river Kabul in the south to Swat in the north.87 Kan-
dahar was in all probability a part of Chandragupta Maurya's
Gandhara. Although the kingdom of Gandhara is referred
by the Chinese pilgrim Hiun-tsang, had considerable area, ''the
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